RELEASE NOTES
Nov. 2004

Better Light Windows Software - ViewFinder 7.1  for  (USB) Windows XP. 

Better Light Windows Software - ViewFinder 7.1  for  (SCSI) Windows 98, ME, Win 2000 & NT, and Windows XP. 

Installing this software:

If you have down loaded this software over the internet or from an email, you should copy the file “ViewFinder 7.1.zip” into a new folder you create to hold this version. Double-click this file to launch Windows Zip file extractor and decompress the file. This should create a new folder “ViewFinder 7.1” with the four files “ViewFinder 7.1.exe”, “ViewFinder Prefs”, “BL_usb2.inf”, and a copy of this Word document.  It should also create three new sub-folders containing individual backup copies of common Tone curves, a backup copy of the default “ViewFinder Prefs” file, and some legacy files for SCSI.  If you have a CD with these file, just copy the entire folder “ViewFinder 7.1”, it is already uncompressed.
This software can be used with both our new USB control unit, or with our older SCSI control unit. The software will automatically detect which type of control unit is connected.  Operations with the SCSI unit has not changed.

SCSI Set Up:

To test the look and feel of ViewFinder software on your Windows machine, you do not need to have a Better Light camera or have SCSI/USB installed.  But, to use this software to control a Better Light SCSI system you will need to have SCSI installed.  Almost any SCSI-2 adapter “should” work, although we recommend the Adaptec 2930 for desktop computers, and the Adaptec 1480B for laptop computers.  

Normally for Windows, installing a SCSI adapter is a plug and play operation.  Just follow the installation instructions that come with the SCSI adapter.  After the adapter is installed, shut down your computer and connect your Better Light control unit using the appropriate SCSI cable.

We recommend having the control unit connected (by its SCSI cable) and turned on, before the computer is turned on.  The first time that the PC is started with the scan back connected, it should find and install the Better Light “scanner” device.  Just keep saying “OK” or “yes” as the plug and play utility installs the device.  If the operating system does not find the “BETRLITE.INF” file when the “install new hardware” utility is looking for a driver, you may have to browse and find it – this file will be in the “SCSI Files” folder where you installed the ViewFinder software.  

Note!  The Better light soft ware uses Adaptec’s "ASPI" protocols to communicate with the scan back.  If your computer does not have these protocols installed (2000 Pro, NT, and XP), you will have to visit www.adaptec.com and download the latest “ASPI Software Package” (currently, version 4.71.2).

Note!  The Better Light camera uses SCSI ID # 6, and must be the last device on any SCSI chain.

USB Set Up:

NOTE! The new USB-2 control unit, and PC software is designed to work with Windows XP only.

The new Better Light USB control unit is designed to take advantage of USB-2 data transfer speeds, up to 480 mega bits per second. When you first plug in the USB control unit your computer should detect a new device, the required driver is “BL_usb2.inf”. This driver is in the same folder as the software. Once installed the software runs just like it did with SCSI. 
For older laptops the following two USB-2 adapters have been found to work:

ADAPTEC - USB-2 Connect, AUA – 1420A


IOGEAR – USB-2, GPU 202
Note! For best performance you will need to be connected to a USB-2 interface, but you can still run the camera using an older USB-1.1 interface. This will restrict the speed of your prescans, and retrieving image files will be slow.

Note! The Windows USB driver that we use allows only one scanning device to be used on the USB buss at a time. This means you can not have another scanning device connected while using the Better Light scan back.
General Notes:

Note!  If, when you run the software, the control panels on the right side show up with scroll bars, you will need to change your monitor settings.  Right-click on the desktop to bring up “Display Properties”, and then go to Advanced settings and change the font to “small”, or if running under XP, change it to “96 dpi”. 

This Command conversion chart can be used to reference the key commands in your manual.
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Missing Functions: 

1. Scan to RAM.

2. Attached profiles do not work on the ViewFinder prescan image, but they will work in Photoshop.

3. Some of the panoramic setup tools are not implemented.

A few other small items have not yet been implemented or do not correspond to the Mac software.  We are continuing to improve this software, and will post updated versions periodically.  
 

Bulletins about new releases will also be posted on our Better Light email Owners' Forum.

We thank you for your patience in the development of this software and ask for your feedback on the operation and features of our ViewFinder software.  Call us at 650-631-3680 or email to:

PCsupport@betterlight.com

ATTENTION – This software is quite robust, yet like any other software it still may on occasion crash or lock up.  If you encounter a problem, exiting and then restarting the software (only) is usually enough to recover.  In extreme cases it may be necessary to restart the computer, and in these cases remember to also restart the camera hardware before restarting the computer.

